
 
9 Things to Ask At Your Parent 
Teacher Conference 
 
Once your little one starts school, she'll spend nearly as 
many waking hours with her teachers and peers as she will 
at home. Parent-teacher conferences are an opportunity to 
team up with teachers to help make your child's school year 
successful and memorable. Here are a few things to think 
about before your conversation with your child's teacher.  
 
What should my child learn this year? Ask the teacher 
what skills and knowledge your child will be expected to 
master by the end of the school year. Staying tuned in to 
what concepts and projects are coming up will help you 
make sure your child is on track and allow you to ask 
specific questions that get her talking about what she’s 
learning in school. 
 
What are my child's strengths and weaknesses? National 
Board-certified teacher Angie Parmentier suggests that 
parents push for detailed answers, like, "He has trouble with 
number sense and I notice that he still has to use fingers for 
simple addition," instead of just, "Math is a weakness." This 
specific information will let you know exactly what skills to 
work on at home. 
 
How is my child’s class behavior? Questions like, “Is my 
child comfortable giving input during class?” and “Does she 
work well with others?” will give you insight to what your 
child’s classroom experience is like. She might talk your ear 
off at home, but be afraid to speak up in class. You can use 
the teacher’s response as guidance for which areas need 
support and encouragement. 

What type of learner is my child? Not all children can do 
their best by just listening to the teacher lecture. Is your child 
a visual, auditory, or kinesthetic learner? Ask the teacher 
how he accommodates different learning styles. Does your 
child learn best when she's up and moving? Find ways to 
incorporate these techniques at home. 

(continued on back) 

Wednesday, November 12  
Picture Day (Retakes) 
Did you miss picture day or did you blink the first 
time? It’s your chance get class photos! 
 
November 19 – 23  
Conference Week, Early Dismissal @ 2:30 
Meet with your teachers to learn about the 
year’s curriculum and your student’s progress. 
 
Monday, November 24  
SSC Meeting 
6pm, Staff Lounge 
Everyone is welcome to discuss topics essential 
to the operation of Lakeshore including the 
school budget, balanced scorecard, and more. 
 
Wednesday, November 26 –  
Friday, November 28  
Thanksgiving Break 
Take the time with friends and family to reflect 
on all the things you are thankful for. 
 
Wednesday, December 3 
PTA General Meeting 
6:30 – 8pm, Community Room 
Childcare provided with a light snack. A $5 
donation per child is suggested. 
 
Monday, December 15  
SSC Meeting 
6:00 – 7:30 pm, Staff Lounge 
 
Wednesday, December 17  
Staff Appreciation Lunch 
Let the staff know how much you care! 
Information about baking and volunteering 
coming soon. 
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The Thanksgiving PTA 
Membership Drive Starts This 
Week at Lakeshore! 

Please help spread the word about the Membership Drive 
by encouraging everyone to show their gratitude to the 
Lakeshore PTA during this thankful season by joining or 
renewing their PTA Membership. 
 
For a limited time, you can add a feather to your child(ren)'s 
class turkey by joining the PTA and crown your class turkey 
with 100% membership.  
 
The Lakeshore turkeys will be on display for the month of 
November in the front hallway of the school.  
 
Why Join? 
 

• All classes who fulfill 100% membership during the 
Membership Drive will earn a PTA-sponsored class 
party! 

• PTA membership supports enrichment programs at 
Lakeshore designed specifically for our school’s 
students and families, like Gardening, Studio Art, 
Motor Perception, Poetry, & Puberty Education. 

• PTA Membership entitles your family to discounts 
at CA Academy of Sciences, Enterprise & Hertz 
Car Rental, Jamba Juice, Lego Land, Staples, T-
Mobile, & more! 

 
Membership at Lakeshore costs just $10 per individual, but 
to fully support all of the PTA-funded programs at our 
school for one child, it costs $200 per year ($25/month).  
 
Look for the orange Membership Drive fliers sent home by 
teachers this week with all children who don't yet have a 
family member in PTA and return it to school with your 
payment or visit at http://lakeshoreelementary.org/join-the-
pta. 
 

Lost & Found:  
Next Deadline is 11/25 
 
Last week, 27 lost clothing items from August & September 
were sent to Schoola Stitch (www.schoola.com) for sale on-
line, with 40% of the proceeds to be returned to Lakeshore. 
The next deadline for finding lost items is NOVEMBER 
25th, before Thanksgiving vacation. Please LOOK for lost 
items and put NAMES on clothing, lunch pails, and other 
items. 
 

 

Want to include something in the next edition? Please email 
newsletter@lakeshoreelementary.org no later than Friday 
evening with final content and your contact information.  

How much time should she spend on homework? Is 
your child spending an appropriate amount of time on 
homework? If the homework is too difficult, work on a plan 
with the teacher, such as tutoring, to help your child meet 
the challenge. If the homework is too easy, you can seek 
out advanced programs during or after school to cultivate 
that strength and prevent boredom. 

How do you evaluate your students? "Is work graded on 
completion or accuracy?" "Do you grade class 
participation?" Answers will vary widely depending on the 
teacher's preference and give you an idea of what's 
important to that particular teacher. You may not agree, but 
understanding these expectations will help you gauge 
where your child needs to focus her efforts to meet them. 

Is my child working up to her ability? Many parents 
watch their kids working hard at home, only to find out they 
struggle at school. Find out if the classroom environment 
suits your child and allows her to do her best. If not, see 
what can be done. To get the discussion going, bring in 
examples of her after-school activities to the conference to 
compare them with her classwork portfolio. 
 
How is my child doing socially? Does your child get 
along well with her peers? Is she being bullied? If your child 
is feeling socially uncomfortable at school, she won't be 
able to shine academically. You and the teacher can devise 
a plan to help your child feel more at ease in social 
interactions. 
 
How can I help? After you learn what skills your child 
needs to work on, follow up by asking how you can help 
your child at home. For example, how can you strengthen 
her reading fluency? Or, what math fact games are good for 
at-home review? Unlike your child’s teacher, you may be 
able to give your child the extra one-on-one attention she 
needs to catch up. 
 
Regardless of what was discussed during the conference, 
try to end on a positive note. You may not always agree 
with your kid's teacher, but working together to solve issues 
should unite you both with a common interest. Remember, 
you both have the same goal: to make this a successful 
school year for your child! 
 
Source: Education.com 

PTA Treasurer Needed 

We are looking for a mid-term replacement to be the PTA 
Treasurer and member of the Executive Board. This 
position is a great fit for people who want to be involved with 
the school but are unable to be on-site as the majority of the 
work can be done from home. If you or someone you know 
are a good fit, please email pta@lakeshoreelementary.org.  
 


